[Actual problems of the surgical treatment of chest gunshot wounds].
The experience obtained during the treatment of 86 casualties with chest injuries was generalized. The authors present the scheme of diagnosis and treatment for the given patient category. To diagnose the cardiac injuries the operation (pericardium fenestration) was proposed. Application of the proposed scheme for diagnosing and treating the casualties with chest injuries allowed to reduce the number of early pleural complications from 55.1 to 22.1% and diagnostic mistakes--from 34.2 to 11.2%.